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The Washin 



Rebellious GOP Factions Kill Defense Bill 



SPEND, From A1 

Republican-controlled Congress and 
the White House. Budget Director 
Ahce M. Rivlin indicated in a letter 
to House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R- 
Ga.) that President Clinton would 
veto the bill because “it allocates 
nearly $7 billion more than we need 
at this time for defense” while it 
“starves our needed investment in 
education and training and other pri- 
orities.” 

The House action yesterday relieves 
Clinton, at least for now, from having 
to veto a bill that supports popular mili- 
tary programs and provides millions of 
jobs. It also may improve his leverage 
in negotiating for the restoration of 
some domestic spending in exchange 
for a modest cut in defense. 

Rep. C.W. Bill Young (R-Fla.), who 
chairs the national security subcommit- 
tee on the House Appropriations Com- 
mittee, said: “The president won today. 
He didn’t want this bill on his desk. 
This puts the president in the driver’s 
seat from today.” 

Young said he believed funds for ad- 
dition^ B-2 bombers, which were pro- 
vided in the bill rejected yesterday, are 
now “Very vulnerable.” Fiscally conser- 
vative Republicans such as Reps. Steve 
Largent (R-Okla.) and Peter Hoekstra 
(R-Micli.) circulated letters calling on 
members to vote down the bill because 
of the B-2 and Seawolf, to keep the 
budget on its “glidepath” to balance in 
2002. 

“There’s more corporate welfare in 
the defense budget than anywhere 
else,” said Rep. Christopher Shays (R- 
Cqnn.), vvho voted against the bill even 
tlmgh his home state builds the Sea- 

witdf submarine. 

* • * > 



Other Republicans used the vote to 
register their protest at House negoti- 
ators who agreed in talks with the Sen- 
ate to soften a requirement that the 
president seek congressional approval 
before deploying troops in Bosnia. 

Young said it was uncertain when 
House negotiators would meet with 
senators to try to draft a bill acceptable 
to the House. 

With antiabortion organizations go- 
ing all out to make yesterday’s vote a 
key one, the vaunted House Republi- 
can machine seemed unwilling — or un- 
able — to crack the whip. Throughout 
the day, Republicans seemed fatalistic 
about the defeat of the bill. 

Gingrich arrived on the floor from a 
meeting at the White House too late 
for the vote. And House Majority Whip 
Tom DeLay (R-Tex.) made no appar- 
ent effort to rally support for the meas- 
ure. 

Rep. Christopher H. Smith (R-N.J.), 
an antiabortion leader in the House, 
told members: ‘We don’t contend that 
supporters of this bill are pro-abortion. 
But this is a pro-abortion bill.” 

But House Appropriations Commit- 
tee Chairman Bob Livingston (R-La.), 
faced with a sudden setback in his ef- 
fort to complete work on the 13 annual 
spending bills for government, un- 
corked his best revivalist rhetoric and 
6-foot-5 body-language to rally sup- 
port. Livingston, who introduced an 
amendment earlier this year calling for 
an end to the government’s family 
planning program, asked the House to 
put defense first. 

“1 am not going to let that one issue 
come between me and protecting my 
constituents,” he shouted. “If you vote 
against it you are in derogation of your 



responsibility to the people of the Unit- 
ed States.” 

Similar divisions surfaced in the 
House’s rejection of the House-Senate 
compromise on the 1996 Interior De- 
partment appropriation bill. 

The compromise did away with a 
House-back^ moratorium on the issu- 
ance of titles to mining rights on feder- 
al lands. But yesterday 91 Republicans, 
most of them from environmentally 
conscious districts in Florida, the 
Northeast and Midwest, joined Demo- 
crats to send it back for more negotia- 
tion. 

On the Senate side of the Capitol, 
the internal Republican disagreements 
persisted over two major appropria- 
tions bills. 

The Senate approved an amend- 
ment by Sen. Pete V. Domenici (R- 
N.M.) to provide $340 million to the 
Legal Services Corp., which Sen. Phil 
Gramm (R-Tex.) had proposed elimi- 
nating from the $27 billion measure to 
fund the Commerce, Justice and State 
departments. 

Republicans also appeared last night 
to have backed down from a fight with 
Democrats over Gramm’s proposal to 
scuttle Clinton’s program for helping 
local governments hire 100,000 new 
pohce officers. 

Staff writer Helen Dewar 
contributed to this report. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

To keep updated throughout 
congressional sitting days on the 
progress of legislation, see Digital 
Ink, The Post’s on-line service. To 
learn about Digital Ink, call 
l-SOO-510-5104, Ext. 9000. 




